
Subject: Math, Reading 

Lesson Focus and Goals 
:

Materials

Vocabulary

Fast fashion is the term applied to the world’s population purchasing apparel that
is trendy and soon to is replaced. This overconsumption of resources generates 
waste for our landfills. Is this a problem that should be considered? In this lesson, 
students will apply their reading, writing, and speaking skills to solve the problem 
of overconsumption of resources, specifically items of apparel. They learn about 
the problem of “fast fashion” and will identify solutions using team consensus. This
lesson contains adaptations for diverse learners. This lesson teaches them the 
math concept of percent change and how they can apply it in real life. The student
uses real-life tools to master the topic like bar graphs, line graphs, and data from 
articles. This lesson brings the awareness of what creating a sustainable 
environment and how we benefit from it. They are exposed to how we are 
exploiting our valuable resources. Every individual effort will bring a positive 
change.

Fast fashion - inexpensive clothing produced rapidly by mass-market 
retailers in response to the latest trends
Apparel – clothing 
Trend – something that is currently popular or fashionable
Percent - a relative value indicating hundredth parts of any quantity, 
percent 
Increase - measure of percent change or the extent to which something 
gains value percent 
Decrease - measure of percent change or the extent to which something 
loses value

Guiding Questions

Lesson: The True Cost of Fast Fashion Author: Hetal Desai 

Grade: 6 - 8 Duration: 2 class periods

Computer, internet, and 
projection device 
Fast Fashion PowerPoint
Notebook paper
Why H & M Costs More 
Than You Think Youtube 
video 
World map 
Vocabulary Cards

How can we change the 
fashion industry to 
become more 
environmentally 
sustainable?
What percent of natural 
resource is used? 
Which part of the world is 
becoming sustainable? 

SEEA Winner 
Lesson Plans

How polluting is the 
fashion industry? 
Graphic Organizer— 
Spider Map and 
Possible Answers
Team Consensus Map
Exit Ticket 1 and Exit 
Ticket 1 Rubric 
Exit Ticket 2 and Exit 
Ticket 2 Rubric

https://youtu.be/UOW5jpXnktY
https://youtu.be/UOW5jpXnktY
https://youtu.be/UOW5jpXnktY
https://geoalliance.asu.edu/sites/default/files/ma%20ps/World-at.pdf
https://geoalliance.asu.edu/sites/default/files/ma%20ps/World-at.pdf
https://www.ekoenergy.org/how-polluting-is-thefashion-industry/
https://www.ekoenergy.org/how-polluting-is-thefashion-industry/


Introduction Activity
Watch Why H&M Costs More than You Think. Introduce the lesson by asking 
students to write on paper the answers to the following questions: A. How 
much each month do you spend on clothing? B. How much of your personal 
spending money does this entail? (10 percent, etc.) C. How do your purchases 
affect others?

Lesson

1. Project slide 3: To help them answer question C, project the YouTube video- 
Link https://youtu.be/UOW5jpXnktY and have them add more ideas on how 
fast fashion affects us all. (clothing is cheaply made and won’t last, uses 
materials that can harm the environment, workers around the world are not 
fairly compensated for their work, landfills are filling up with discarded 
clothing, etc.) You may want to show the video twice. 
2. Discuss student responses and record the responses on chart paper or 
whiteboard. 
3. Project slide 4 and have students locate the countries on the map, color 
them in, and write in a bubble (like the map) the percentage of clothing 
exported to the U.S. from these countries. 
4. Project slides 5-8 and have students write the vocabulary word, its 
definition, and draw an illustration on their notebook paper. Post the 
Vocabulary Cards on the Word Wall. 
5. Project slide 10 and distribute the Team Consensus Map. Assign students 
into groups of four. Give the instructions that each member of the group will 
be assigned a partner number and will write their solution to the problem of 
fast fashion in their box. 
6. Project the last two paragraphs of the article. Read the information aloud. 
Project slide 11 and discuss the Resources Used for Apparel Production. 
7. Have each partner in the group pick the solution they like best or come up 
with an additional solution. 
8. Allow groups to discuss their ideas and perhaps look for more information. 
The team will then determine a consensus solution and write it in the center 
of the worksheet. 
9. Project slide 12. See which of these solutions the groups favored. 
10. Review the vocabulary words: percent, percent increase, and percent
decrease either on their notebook paper or the Word Wall.  

https://youtu.be/UOW5jpXnktY


Activity During Lesson 

The last two paragraphs of the article will be read by each team to list the 
solutions to the problem on the spider map web. 2. For math part- students will
determine percent change in environmental pollution together during partner
work and will use sentence starters to justify their answers to the whole class 3.
Students will use sentence starters to brainstorm and list their ideas to sustain
their style on their part of the consensus map graphic organizer on the chart 
paper. Team members will then discuss and write the best solutions.

Conclusion

Teacher will listen to the student conversations about their findings after
watching the video, after reading the article and observing their 
whiteboard work and by evaluating their exit ticket

1.

Lesson (Cont.)

11. Project slide 13 and discuss this as a typical landfill. Ask if anyone knows 
where the local landfill is located. Share the correct answer. 
12. Project slide 14. Explain the formula for finding percent change. 
13. Project slide 15 and 16 and model how to find the answer. 
14. Project slide 17 and have students work with a partner to solve the 
percent increase or decrease. Share slide 18 and model how the answer 
would be found. 
15. Project slide 17 and have students work with a partner to solve the 
percent increase or decrease. Share slide 18 and model how the answer 
would be found. 16. Project slide 19 and have students work individually to 
solve the percent increase or decrease. Share slide 20 and model how the 
answer would be found. 17. Evaluate students using the Exit Tickets 1 and 2 
either by projecting slides 21 and 22 and having students write their answers 
on notebook paper or distribute Exit Tickets 1 and 2 and have students write 
on the worksheets. 


