
Description

Subject: Science

Through the Environmental Studies Elective course I teach, the students 
created a student-run recycling program. 

Prior to the 2021-2022 school year, Tierra del Sol Middle School did not 
have any recycling program on campus. Although the classrooms had small 
blue recycling bins, the contents were being placed into the trash daily. 
Going from a campus that did not recycle to now recycling was the first 
step. This year we plan to start monitoring the number of recyclables that 
are being diverted from the trash each week.
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Purpose

We know that we can not continue to be part of a closed system. Through this 
recycling program, students have learned that we can’t just take anything we 
want without consequences. We hope to provide a model for the rest of the 
district as well. Since recycling varies district-wide, we plan to share our 
successes with other schools and teach them how they can do the same at 
their school site. The less trash that goes into landfill, the better for our 
planet. 

This program has had a large impact on sustainability awareness. Students 
are learning about recycling process as a whole. I want them to become 
stewards and feel empowered to make changes in their communities. They 
are also learning a great deal about responsibility for themselves and the 
campus. 



Process of Development

Students surveyed students and staff about recycling habits in order to make 
decisions on how to implement the program. Through our San Diego County 
recycling office, we procured 18 medium-sized bins to be placed around 
campus as well as ensure that every classroom and office had a small blue 
bin. Students determined that collecting the bins weekly and throwing the 
contents into the large recycling dumpster was ideal. They also determined 
that more awareness and education were needed. Students also created 
lessons that could be shown during the advisory period as well as created 
signs to be placed strategically around campus. 

All of the recycling bins were provided at no cost through an organization 
called I Love a Clean San Diego. We purchased reusable gloves, trash 
grabbers, and large recycle bags with the generous donations from Donors 
Choose.

Student Involvement

This is a completely student-run program. I simply help facilitate their ideas. 
Students were given choices as to which team they wanted to participate in. 
The teams consisted of - bin collectors, poster creators, and lesson planners. 
This way students could work in a team that plays to their strengths.

Support from administration
Blue recycle bins
cleaning supplies (gloves, bags, grabbers) provided by donors

Materials/Resources

Learning Objectives

I use the California Environmental Principles and Concepts to drive the 
instruction.



Reflections from Author

Students were able to communicate effectively the benefits of recycling for 
the environment. They have learned to work collaboratively as a team to 
accomplish a goal. Students took on the responsibility of collecting and 
throwing away recycling without disturbing the learning environment on 
campus. They have increased compassion for what it takes to maintain a 
clean campus. Students had to think critically about how to best implement 
the program and meet the needs of all stakeholders. 

I couldn't be prouder as a teacher to watch these students take control of this 
program. They have complete ownership for their responsibilities. I hear 
them talking about sustainability and teaching their peers what they can do 
more. I have learned to let go, and let students fail. They learned a lot from 
mistakes made early on that they would not have had I stepped in. These are 
life lessons! 

Trust your students. They want to help and do good things for the school, 
community and planet.


