
Description

Subject: Science

There was previously a recycling program at my school, however, at the 
time I started this project, there no longer was a recycling program. 
Therefore, cans, bottles, and cardboard were all thrown into the trash. I 
wanted to teach students the importance of recycling, how recycling can 
help earn money, and most importantly a deep Hawaiian cultural value 
which is how 'aina (land) affects our overall health, especially because we 
live on an island.

The overall funds from successfully recycling were used to purchase locally 
grown healthy snacks that we learn about in our STEM program, 
benefitting the health and overall awareness of locally grown foods for our 
students.
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Purpose

It was important to me that we start increasing our recycling efforts in order 
to keep our 'aina (land) healthy, after all, a huge part of Hawaiian culture is 
understanding that the land's health and the people's health go hand in hand. 
If the 'aina is healthy, we are healthy. The money earned from bottle/can 
redemption was donated back to the school's funds to purchase healthy, 
locally grown snacks for the school.



Process of Development
To establish a Recycling Club, we purchased folders, printed up a weekly 
can/bottle redemption form for students to see how much money we earned, 
distributed recycling bins to each classroom and common area, transported 
the bottles/cans to the redemption center weekly, provided gloves to wash 
and handle the cans/bottles, and although the project was school-wide, 
teacher permission was required for students to be a part of this special club 
to count/wash/sort items.

All students were encouraged to recycle, school-wide. I also gave 
presentations to each classroom about the importance of recycling and how 
it would affect the local healthy snacks at our school. I also invited students 
from various grade levels and classes to be part of the Recycling Club.

Student Involvement

Students worked directly with me and STEM teachers in choosing their roles 
for the week and rotating through jobs and responsibilities. They were given 
choice and motivated to collect and gather as many recyclables as possible. 
We also encouraged them to encourage their peers to keep recycling and to 
contribute to the project as much as possible.

On a daily basis, students recycled school-wide in the bins in their 
classrooms and/or in common areas. On a weekly basis, the Recycling club 
met one time a week to collect, count, wash, and sort that week's collections. 
I also asked and was granted permission to run this project by the Principal 
and janitors of the school.

Recycling bins
Plastic trash bags (at least 5 bags/week)
Hose (for washing items)
Gloves
Washing bins
Folders (to hold receipts from each redemption)

Materials/Resources



Learning Objectives

Reflections from Author

Students were able to raise a substantial amount of money per week that
contributed to the purchasing of our local healthy snacks. Intangibly, students
gained an awareness and understanding of their kuleana (responsibility) as a
resident of Hawaii to take care of our island and to love and respect it. They
also understood how our 'aina (land) takes care of us (grows our crops, allows
us enjoyment like swimming, surfing, hiking, etc.), as long as we take care of
it, too.

Personally, I loved getting to teach my haumana (students) Hawaiian values
about the importance of 'aina (land) and how to respect it. I also enjoyed
students "getting their hands dirty" and getting very involved in the gathering,
sorting, washing, and bagging process. It helped them develop skills in more
manual tasks, and truly allowed them insight into what it takes to recycle as a
school. Each week, students were so proud and happy to gather more and
more cans to earn more money for our school. I didn't even expect them to
see this project as a "competition" of sorts, but as the earnings went up each
week for recyclables redeemed, their happiness and intrinsic joy increased.

Learn the importance of recycling and its affects on island health
Understand how the health of the 'aina (land) affects our health
Learn how recycling can help us financially
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