
Description

Subject: History

This past school year my students and I created The Eagles in Harmony 
Pollinator Garden. We felt that it was the best way we could give back to 
the world, as humanity is so quickly being destroyed due to development. 
We have included a compost area which is doing very well and will expand 
it significantly this year. We have a rain tote that is full but needs more 
work getting out through our irrigation system. I look forward to 
introducing these concepts to my incoming students this year.

Project: Pollinator Garden Author: Patricia Brownlee
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Purpose

 I wish for students to see how they can make a positive impact in their own 
neighborhood and IF THEY want to change the world, they must first start "at 
home." I am also teaching them how to create a more sustainable planet by 
teaching the UN's Sustainable Goals.

The impact is to focus on the positive and not the negative effects of 
population growth. I aim to teach students to be aware of an incorporate the 
UN's Sustainable Goals as part of the Global Class.

As a result of this project, students showed increased knowledge on their 
Eagles in Harmony Garden Knowledge Test regarding the contents of flora 
and fauna in our garden by about a 60% increase. Students exhibited 
excitement in the garden by increased questioning and participation, and 
started taking over job responsibilities on their own such as stirring the 
compost, pruning the plants, watering the plants, pulling weeds, or locating 
new eggs, or Chrysalis.  



Process of Development
At first, I had the desire to create a pollinator garden. I reached out to my 
principal and my community. My principal and I chose a location 
approximately 1000 sq. feet and enclosed with a fence. I spoke with a friend 
and located a Mason's Lodge within the neighborhood who was also looking 
for a school partnership. They donated money and their time to providing the 
materials and laying the irrigation system in our garden, and attaching it to 
the tote.

 I partnered with a local urban garden called The Patch. I brought in people 
from the district who could teach my students and I about the indigenous 
flora and fauna our region. One of these friends found a woman who was 
giving away about 40 stepping stones which may the garden come to life! 
These connections will continue and grow in the future. I have a preferred 
nursery where they supply organic flowers. 

Student Involvement

The students did the research, and work, and helped to collect compost. 
They worked in the garden, then created a book about it. 

I taught them as a group how to research, then I put them in several groups 
throughout the year. I did not have to do much as the garden united us. 
Students had a common goal to bring more pollinators. 

I made announcements to our community and invited everyone to come 
and visit the garden as a way to relax during the day. I had most of the 
stakeholders come to school during the day to teach, present or help in the 
garden. The students got to know a few of our supporters through the 
program

Supportive parents and administration
Teacher, students, and the Mason's Lodge
District staff from Broward Nature Scape

Materials/Resources



Learning Objectives

Reflections from Author

Personally, I enjoyed learning along with the kids. I enjoyed hearing the kids 
learn and experience the outdoors, which they said they found relaxing when 
things get stressful for them. I took away more pride in my community and in 
myself by giving my students a chance to incorporate their education and 
studies into real-life experiences. I feel our Science scores will go up.

If you are trying to create a similar project, you must do it for the right 
reasons: for the students, for fun and to learn. You will need a lot of time and 
attention. Having excellent classroom management skills will be very helpful. 
Mostly though, I would say, reach out to your community....anyone and 
everyone. Go local and support your neighborhood. Reach out to parents - be 
on the same page. TEAMWORK.

Understand the climate of our region, and which climate zone we are 
located in
Identify pollinators that grow well in our zone, and stick to the ones that 
are indigenous to our region
Identify pollinators in our region, Identify the host plant and nectar plants 
for the pollinators want to attract
Learn about maintaining a compost
Create a book about the process of the garden
Students learned the life cycle of at least 4 different species of butterflies.
Students had to use their own phones and pictures to document their 
process in their books. Each group needed to create their own Garden 
Book Guide.  
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