
Description

Subject: Science

Our project is a raised bed school garden that will also be a pollinator 
habitat. The garden is located in front of our school. It will feature native 
pollinator plantings and also plants that will grow various vegetables and 
fruits to study plant lifecycle and farm-to-table lessons. We will be 
introducing composting as well. As we have many Native American 
students, we are also planning to plant seeds that are specific to Native 
American tribes in this region, particularly the Yavapai Nation. 

Project: Habitat for Pollinators Author: Mary McDonald

Grade: 4-8 Duration: 2+ years
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Purpose

We are teaching life skills, composting, plant life cycle, farm to table, and 
hopefully even some cooking! The sustainability impact will include learning 
how to compost with various organic waste, learning to grow plants from 
seeds, care of soil for gardening.

This project became an idea in the spring of 2019. Initially we took a field trip 
to our the community garden in our town. We were inspired! When we 
couldn’t figure out how to effectively get a garden bed there, we investigated 
the ability to put one at our school. That idea grew.

Kiwanis Club members and funding
PTO Funding
Six raised beds behind a new wrought iron fence
Garden supplies (storage chest, trowels, gloves, hoses, and watering 
cans 

Materials/Resources



Process of Development

Our local Kiwanis group heard about our ideas to create a garden bed at our 
school and wanted to help. They helped us raise money and granted us 
money as well. The care and maintenance of the garden will be handled by 
the Kiwanis Builders Club students. All teachers will have access to the space 
to take classes to. As the project gained notoriety, other groups offered 
funding and materials.

Our success is measured by the outside funds raised to install this garden. 
The area is leveled, graded, fenced, and has six raised beds. Our irrigation 
was recently connected in time for fall plants and seedlings when our 
students return in August. Our continued success be shown as we plant and 
grow - this will be a student led project. 

Student Involvement
Students hand-watered the strawberries we planted last spring while we 
waited for irrigation to be installed. Students also painted rocks and cement 
walking pavers to help beautify the area. In the fall students will plant the 
vegetables and fruits in the boxes and take care of them. We will also study 
the plant life cycles. 

Learning Objectives

Reflections from Author

It’s been very gratifying to see how excited the students are to get started and 
also to have community support from the Kiwanis members. If you are trying
to start a project similar to this one, dream big! Make detailed plans and keep 
track of money gifted and spent. Send thank you notes and keep the local 
media in the loop!

Learning the plant life cycle
Understanding composting as it relates to decomposers and soil 
fertilization
Farm to table practices
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